EAN CRITICAL THINKING SKILLS

Lesson Plan Outline

Critical Thinking Lesson Plan (draft)

OUTLINE

I.
Critical Thinking:  Bloom’s Taxonomy and General Overview
II.
Critical Thinking: Reading
III.
Critical Thinking:  Writing


Types of Writing 



Comparison and Contrast

Cause and Effect

Analogical Thinking:  figurative lang. (smile and metaphor)

Argument




Persuasive Writing



Descriptive Writing



Evaluative, Opinion (fact vs. opinion)
IV.
Reasoning Critically:  Inferential Thinking Skills

(Scientific Reasoning, Analytical Thinking) 

I.  
Critical Thinking:  Bloom’s Taxonomy and General Overview 

Critical thinking involves evaluating facts, concepts, and opinions and then making your own decisions based on your evaluation of this information.

Benjamin Bloom identified a variety of ways in which people organize and interpret information (Bloom’s Taxonomy)


RECALL:  


Identification and recall of information 



Who, what, when, where, how ___ ?


Describe ____

COMPREHENSION:  
Organization and selection of facts and ideas



Retell ___ in your own words



What is the main idea of ___ ?

APPLICATION:  

Use of facts, rules, and principles



How is ____ an example of ___ ?


How is ___ related to ___ ?



Why is ___ significant?


ANALYSIS:  


Separation of a whole into its component parts



What are the parts or features of ___ ?



Classify ___ according to ___ ?



Outline/diagram/web ___ .



How does ___ compare/contrast with ___ ?



What evidence can you list for ___ ?


SYNTHESIS:  

Combination of ideas to form a new whole



What would you predict/infer from ___ ?



What ideas can you add to ___ ?



How would you create/design a new ___ ?



What might happen if you combined ___ with ___ ?



What solutions would you suggest for ___ ?


EVALUATE:  

Development of opinions, judgments, or decisions



Do you agree ___ ?



What do you think about ___ ?



What is the most important ___ ?



Prioritize ___ ?



How would you decide about ___ ?



What criteria would you use to assess ___ ?

Topic Areas:

Analyzing issues

Recognizing different perspectives

Problem solving

Perceiving (points of view)

Believing and knowing (opinion and fact)

Recognizing inferences and judgments

Evaluating and constructing arguments

Scientific method

Identifying conclusions

II.
Critical Thinking: Reading

Literal Comprehension Skills

· Understanding words in context (vocabulary)

· Recognizing explicit an implicit main ideas and supporting details

· Recognizing patterns of organization

· Applying study skills to reading material

Critical Comprehension Skills

· Recognizing the author’s purpose and point of view
· Recognizing the author’s tone

· Distinguishing between fact and opinion and detecting bias

· Drawing valid inferences and conclusions

· Assessing the credibility or objectivity of the writer

Relating and Organizing:  Creating Maps

Relationship

Pattern of Organization
Chronological

Chronological, sequence, narrative

Process

Process, process + analysis, sequence, how-to, informational

Comparative

Comparison-contrast

Analogical

Comparison-contrast

Causal


Cause-effect, problem-solution

Interactive

Cause-effect



Illustration, statement-explanation, thesis-proof




Definition




Description




Classification, division




Persuasion, argumentation

III.  
Critical Thinking:  Writing

The Writing Process


Prewriting


Outlining


Journals


Revision


Paragraph Development


Grammar


Vagueness


Collaboration


Rhetorical Strategies

Summary of Writing Skills and Activities
	Rhetorical 
Focus
	Organizing Skills
	Grammar Focus
	Editing Skills
	Communicative Activities
	Critical Thinking
	Test Prep. Activities

	Argument #1
	Order of importance of ideas
Giving reasons
	Transition words: because, so therefore, in addition, also first of all, finally
	Paragraph format
Present tense
	Debating
Discussing advertisements
	Ranking arguments
	Editing for transition words

	Description (place)
	Writing topic sentences
Writing concluding sentences 

Adding details
	Giving reasons with since
Varying word order
	Run-on sentences
Noncount nouns
	Playing a guessing game
	Classifying sense details
	Brainstorming for ideas

	Letter to the Editor
	Organization of a persuasive letter
	Modals must, have to, should, ought to
Making general statements
	Avoiding faulty reasoning
Spelling

Syllabification
	Making a bulletin board
Debating 

Writing responses to letters
	Evaluating arguments for faulty reasoning
	Supporting your opinion

	Auto-biographical Narration
	Limiting information

Writing concluding sentences
	Making predictions

Past vs. present perfect vs. present perfect continuo8us

Demonstratives
	Omitting unimportant details

Capitalization
	Interviewing 

Writing a recommendation
	Implying qualities
	Checking for correct tense

	Narration

#1
	Analyzing narrative organization

Using details
	Past vs. past perfect tense
	Omitting digressions

Using correct verb tenses
	Sharing anecdotes
	Analyzing the moral of a story
	Checking for chronological order

	Rhetorical 

Focus
	Organizing Skills
	Grammar Focus
	Editing Skills
	Communicative Activities
	Critical Thinking
	Test Prep. Activities

	Argument #2
	Clustering
	Correct parts of speech

Relative clauses

Specific information
	Punctuation of relative clauses
	Interviewing an older person

Making a time capsule
	Defining terms
	Diagramming ideas

	Narration 

#2
	Keeping to the subject

Paragraphing
	Verbal adjectives

Gerunds

Parallel constructions

Would and used to
	Omitting irrelevant details
	Interviewing

Sharing stories
	Distinguishing appropriate topics
	Developing ideas

	Comparison
	Similarities and differences
Writing topic sentences

Analyzing organization
	Comparing with both, neither, while, in contrast, on the other hand
	Gerunds
Comparatives and superlatives
	Discussing comparisons
	Finding a basis of comparison
	Listing ideas for comparison

	Description (an item)
	Making comparisons

Keeping information together
	Passive voice

Giving reasons with because and because of
	Passive voice
	Debating 
	Speculating
	Making comparisons interesting

	Argument 

#3
	Focusing on a topic

Supporting an argument with examples
	Restrictive relative clauses

Quotes

Generalizations
	Using the
	Debating 

Taking the opposite point of view
	Distinguishing provable statements
	Using quotations

	Newspaper Article
	Adding a title

Organizing with questions
	Relative clauses (review)
	Punctuating relative clauses
	Making a class newspaper
	Distinguishing fact from opinion
	Checking for mechanics



	Argument 

#4
	Determining your audience

Countering objections

Making an outline
	Conditional mood

Review of transition words and logical connectors
	Using correct connectors
	Making a speech
	Determining realistic solutions
	Making an outline


(Table content adapted from: A Writing Process Book Margaret Keenan Segal and Cheryl Pavlik)

IV.
Inferential Thinking Skills:  Reasoning Critically
(use for Scientific Reasoning Section in the ACT, Analytical Thinking) 

Comprehension Skills

· Understanding words in context (vocab)

· Recognizing explicit and implicit main ideas and supporting details

· Recognizing patterns of organization

· Applying study skills to reading material

Thinking Critically in Reading (adapted from: English Language Arts Skills Review Level F, Kaplan)

Empirical Generalization


Fallacies of  False Generalization


Causal Reasoning


Causal Fallacies and Fallacies of Relevance

· General Inferences (figuring out what is left unsaid or undone)

· Tone

· Point of View

· What is Not Said

· What is Not Done

· Predicting (figuring out what will happen next)

· Conclusions (figuring out the larger meaning of what we have read)

· Cause and Effect (figuring out why certain events happen)
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