In-Class Essay Tips 

(particularly history essay questions)

1.   Read the Essay Question

2.   Read the heading to find out who wrote each   
  source.

3.   Knowing who wrote the source can help you 
  predict bias or conflict.

4.   As you read, apply the historical thinking 
  process.

a.   Read each source once.
b.   Highlight important details.
c.   Make notes about conflict and bias.
d.   Remember that you are trying to answer the  
  essay question.

5.   Make up your mind – how will you answer the 
  essay question?

6.   Use a pen/pencil to underline, make notes, star, 
  (find) ideas you can use when you answer the   
  essay question.

