Section 504 & Accommodations

Specially Designed Instruction as taken from the WAC:

“Specially designed instruction means organized and planned instructional activities which adapt, as appropriate, to the needs of eligible students under this chapter, the content, methodology or delivery of instruction:
     (i) To address the unique needs that result from the student's disability;
     (ii) To ensure access of the student to the general curriculum so that the student can meet the educational standards of the school district or other public agency that apply to all students; and
     (iii) That is provided by appropriately qualified special education certificated staff, or designed and supervised by this staff and carried out by general education certificated personnel or trained classified staff pursuant to a properly formulated IEP consistent with WAC 392-172-160 (1)(c), so that the needs of the student and services provided to the student will be clear to the parents and other IEP service providers.  Student progress must be monitored and evaluated by special education certificated staff.”

In short, SDI is instruction that is an adaptation of content, methodology, or delivery that is necessary for the special education student to meet annual IEP goals. It is distinctly different from the general education instruction, regularly scheduled (minutes on IEP), and is not simply an accommodation in the general education classroom. It is unique and targeted to the specific needs of the individual.

Specially Designed Instruction


Specially designed instruction for a student with a significant reading deficit could include teaching decoding strategies, teacher modeling, peer modeling, direct instruction, specialized curriculum, blending words with visual prompts, picture prompts and cues, echo reading etc.  Any or all of these strategies could be employed to fit the needs of the learner in order to create successful experiences while reading. 

Example


Sue is a student with disabilities that attends a typically developing 8th grade Language Arts class.  While her peers are reading a novel at the 8th grade level, her teacher gave Sue a book on the same topic at her grade level.  Her teacher spent extra time and gave extra materials to Sue to help teach specific decoding strategies to use during reading activities.  Sue is receiving instruction that suits her present levels of performance while gaining new skills, access to the general education curriculum, and access to her peers.  


Section 504

Rehabilitation Act (1974)
Section 504 is in place for any program or activity that receives federal funds.  Therefore, all public schools must comply, and denying FAPE to a disabled student who qualifies for a 504 Plan constitutes discrimination.

Who Qualifies for a 504 Plan?

A school age student with a physical or mental impairment that substantially limits a major life activity.  The disabling condition need only substantially limit one major life activity in order for the student to be eligible.  (34 Code of Federal Regulations (CFR) 104.3(J))  
What does “substantially limit” mean?

The impairment must significantly restrict the condition, manner or duration under which a student can perform a major life activity compared to how a non-disabled age/grade peer can perform the same activity.

What is considered a “Major Life Activity”?

* Walking  

* Hearing  

* Learning

* Working

* Breathing  
* Speaking  

* Seeing  

* Caring for One’s Self
Elements of a 504 Plan

	* Requires FAPE and reasonable accommodations

* Requires 504 Plan
* Allows punitive damages and attorneys’ fees for prevailing plaintiffs
* Not a source of funding
* District MUST evaluate if it suspects a disability
* District establishes standards and procedures for evaluation
* Evaluations must be conducted in a “timely manner”
* Re-evaluate periodically – or – for a significant change in placement


Information adapted from Washington Education Association (WEA) Special Education Boot Camp Module 6/2004
	Special Education (IDEA) / 504 Students (Both)
	Section 504 Students Only


	3 prong test
	2 prong test

	1.  Student qualifies for special education in 
     one of 14 areas (has a disability)
	1.  Disability significantly limits a major life 
     activity

	2.  Student demonstrates educational 
     performance deficit.  Adverse affect on   
     academic progress.  
	2.  Student needs accommodations

	3.  Student needs specially designed 
     instruction (SDI).
	


	Specially Designed Instruction (SDI)
(Special Education)
	Reasonable Accommodations
(Section 504)

	Teaching a SKILL
	Providing ADAPTATIONS

	While the rest of the class works on 30 division problems, Student A receives instruction on adding and regrouping
	A peer coaches Student A in completion of 15 division problems

	In Sophomore English, Student B is provided instruction in reading comprehension on simplified classroom reading material
	In Sophomore English, Student B is allowed to turn in an abbreviated assignment on the required reading materials

	In 6th grade spelling, Student C is provided a spelling list at his instructional level and provided instruction on spelling rules (i.e.  double consonant at remedial position of words)
	In 6th grade spelling, Student C is given a shortened spelling list.

	In 7th grade science, Student D is provided instruction in how to read for technical information.
	In 7th grade science Student D is provided with a highlighted text.

	Student E is provided training in anger management techniques.
	Student E is given 3 opportunities, prior to removal from class.  OR is provided a para-educator to remind student to attend to academic assignments.

	Adapted from Washington Education Association training manual: Special Education and the Law, 6/2004, page 128.


Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act and 

IDEA (Special Education)

[image: image1]
Potential "Accommodations" in the General Education Classroom
22 Services in regular classrooms for Section 504 eligible students:
1) 
provide a structured learning environment
2)           
repeat and simplify instructions for homework and in-class assignments 
3)             
supplement verbal instructions with visual instructions
4)             
behavioral management techniques
5)            
adjust class schedules
6)            
changing test delivery
7)            
tape recorders
8)          
computer-assisted instruction
9)       
audio-visual equipment
10)         
alternate textbooks
11)        
supportive workbooks
12)        
tailor homework assignments
13)        
consult with special education for teaching strategies
14)        
reduce class size
15)        
one-on-one tutorials
16)        
classroom aides
17)       
classroom note-takers
18)      
modify non-academic time such as lunchroom, recess, and physical 
            education

Adapted from New Horizons for Learning web site www.newhorizons.org  
For additional Assistive Technology Options, see “Assistive Technology Considerations” Quick Wheel included.

Section 504 Accommodations

Name:  _____________________
Birth Date:  ____________________        Grade:  ___________
  

Teacher:  ___________________
School:  _______________________
   Date:  ____________

	Pacing
	Assignments

	___  Adjust time for completion of assignments

___  Allow frequent breaks, vary activities often

___  Modify assignments requiring coping in a 
        timed situation
	___  Modify homework

___  Give directions in small units

___  Use written back-up for oral directions

___  Lower reading level of assignment

___  Adjust length of assignment

___  Change format of assignment

___  Break assignment into a series of smaller 
        assignments

___  Reduce paper and pencil tasks

___  Read directions / worksheets to student

___  Record or type assignments

___  Maintain assignment notebook

___  Avoid penalizing for spelling errors

___  Block off or mask sections of work 

___  Use highlighted texts

___  Use taped texts

	Environment
	

	___  Leave class for assistance

___  Preferential seating

___  Define limits (behavioral / physical)

___  Reduce / minimize distractions:

        ___  visual             ___  auditory

___  Cooling off period

___  Provide consistent structure

___  Adjust lighting

___  Adjust room temperature
	

	Presentation of Subject Matter
	Reinforcement and Motivations

	___  Emphasize teaching

        ___  auditory         ___  visual

        ___  tactile            ___  multi

___  Individual / small group instruction

___  Utilize specialized curriculum

___  Tape lectures for replay

___  Present demonstration

___  Utilize manipulatives

___  Emphasize critical information / key 
        concepts

___  Pre-teach vocabulary

___  Advanced organizers / study guides

___  Provide visual cues
	___  Use positive reinforcement
___  Use concrete reinforcers

___  Check often for understanding / review 

___  Peer tutoring

___  Request parent reinforcement

___  Have student repeat directions

___  Emphasize study / organizational skills

___  Repeated review / drill

___  Use behavior modification techniques

___  Before or after school tutoring

___  Emphasize socialization skills

	Grading
	Testing Adaptations 

	___  Modify weights of examinations

___  Credit for projects

___  Credit for class participation
	___  Oral tests
___  Taped tests

___  Modified format

___  Reduced reading level

___  Adjusted time for completion

	Additional Modifications
	Legend:

	
	 –   Modification Attempted

 +   Modification Successful

 *   Modification Unsuccessful


Adapted from Special Education Boot Camp Module, Section 504.  Washington Education Association, Laura Groce.

Summary of Allowed Accommodations on the WASL for SPED Students
Accommodations Checklist for ALL Students 
In Washington State Assessment Programs

	SCHEDULING 
· Administer the assessment over the entire testing window. 

· Provide frequent breaks. 

· Allow students to continue working on each test as long as they are productively engaged. Time for individual students will vary considerably on a performance assessment. Each WASL subtest must be completed within one given day.
· Administer the assessment at a time of day most beneficial to students. 
	WASL

Yes

Yes

Yes

Yes
	ITBS / ITED

Yes

Yes

NO

Yes

	SETTING
· Allow students to use study carrels or other private space. 

· Use preferential seating (e.g., near the test administrator to see or hear directions better).

· Assess students individually or in a small group to reduce distractions.

· Assess students in a familiar school environment that maximizes their performance.

· Provide special lighting, furniture, or acoustics.

· Allow low level of calming music or nature sounds to reduce distractions. 
· Allow freedom for students to move or stand as needed.
	WASL

Yes

Yes

Yes

Yes

Yes

Yes

Yes
	ITBS / ITED

Yes

Yes

Yes

Yes

Yes

Yes

Yes

	PRESENTATION

· Use student’s primary language or signing—Sign in Exact English (SEE) or American Sign Language (ASL)—to give assessment directions ONLY.
When needed:

· Reread directions only for students. (Rereading of WASL Reading, Mathematics, and Science assessment prompts or questions is NOT allowed, and rereading of WASL Listening passage is NOT allowed.)

· Have students reread directions aloud.

· Assist the students in tracking the assessment items by pointing or placing a finger on the item. Allow assessment administrator or another familiar adult to sit beside students.  

· Encourage students to sustain effort and remain on task.

· Provide physical assistance in turning pages, handling materials, etc.

· Secure papers and materials to work area with tape or magnets.

· Provide pencils adapted in size or grip.

· Underline or mark test directions with a pencil. Students may NOT use a highlighter on the test booklet (it bleeds through to the other side and may make scanning difficult). 

· During both sessions of writing, students are permitted to use a dictionary and a thesaurus in print or electric form (no spell check).
· Tape record directions for use with small group or individuals.

	WASL

Yes

Yes

Yes

Yes

Yes

Yes

Yes

Yes

Yes

Yes

Yes


	ITBS / ITED

Yes

Yes

Yes

Yes

Yes

Yes

Yes

Yes

No

N/A
Yes

	RESPONSE
Use the space available. If students cannot write within available space, their work must be transcribed VERBATIM into the test booklet. Added pages will not be scored.
	WASL

Yes
	ITBS / ITED

N/A


WASL Accommodations

Testing accommodations can be provided in the following areas:

· Schedules and timelines  (additional time)

· Settings (special testing environments)

· Aides or assistance

· Format (variable testing format, e.g. Braille)

Alternative Assessment Option

A student with a disability who is unable to take the WASL in one or more content areas, even with accommodations, can take part in an alternative method of assessment that is used to measure progress towards state standards.  These students can show their learning of standards by participating in the Washington Alternate Assessment System (WAAS), a portfolio option.  This alternate assessment system measures progress toward each student’s IEP goals, which are aligned with statewide standards.  A student’s IEP team (parent, special education teacher, building administrator) decides whether the WASL or the WAAS is the most appropriate for a student.

Information adapted from the Partnership for Learning website.  http://www.partnership4learning.org 
Accommodations Checklist for Special Populations
Additional accommodations for the following special populations:
Section 504 Plan, Special Education, Limited English Proficiency (LEP)/Bilingual, 
LEP/Migrant, Highly Capable students

Accommodations for Special Populations are the same as those listed on the “Accommodations Checklist for All Students”, with the following additions:

	SCHEDULING

· Each WASL subtest must be completed within one given day, unless extended time is specified on the student's IEP or Section 504 Plan.

· Students with an IEP or Section 504 Plan may continue to work on each subtest as long as they are productively engaged as specified on the IEP or Section 504 plan as an accommodation allowed during regular classroom and state testing.
	WASL

Yes

Yes
	ITBS/ITED
N/A
Yes

	SETTING

· Provide architecturally accessible testing sites.
· Assess students in a hospital or institution; homebound students in their home (with appropriate test security procedures).
	WASL

Yes

Yes
	ITBS/ITED

Yes

Yes

	PRESENTATION

LEP

If an LEP student falls within a “no proficiency or limited English speaker range” on a state approved language proficiency test, allow student to:

· Use a reader to read mathematics or science assessment items VERBATIM in English.

· During both days of writing, students are permitted to use a dictionary and a thesaurus in print or electronic form (no spell check) in English, native language, or visual formats.

IEP or 504
If the student’s IEP or Section 504 Plan documents a disability that affects reading or written communication, allow the student to:

· Use appropriate physical supports or assists (e.g., easel, magnifier, arm or stabilizer guide, text-talk converter, communication device to indicate responses, noise buffers, FM or other sound amplification device to assist in hearing directions, slantboard, or wedge). 

· Use a reader to read mathematics or science items VERBATIM in English or use either SEE sign or ASL.

· Isolate portions of the assessment page to focus student's attention (mask).
· Use math manipulatives (except calculators) as indicated on the IEP or Section 504 plan. Use calculators only as specifically permitted in test directions.
	WASL

Yes

Yes

Yes

Yes

Yes

Yes
	ITBS/ITED

Yes

N/A
Yes

Yes
Yes

NO

	RESPONSE
IEP or 504
· Answer orally, point, use voice recognition technology or sign (in either SEE sign or ASL) a response. A scribe records the student’s response VERBATIM (e.g., from written dictation or audiotape) without interpretations, translation or corrections. If a scribe is used, the scribe should write down the student’s answer without punctuation or capital letters and then the scribe should ask the student to revise and edit the text (student directs the scribe to add punctuation and capital letters, etc.).

· Use a computer or word processor for recording responses (no spell check or student-created dictionaries) when a computer is indicated on the IEP or Section 504 Plan for written communication. Student responses must be transcribed VERBATIM with a # 2 pencil into the test booklet. Added pages will not be scored.

· Allow Braille or large print editions of the assessment with appropriate test security measures for students who use large print or Braille materials.

To access large print editions, the district may be charged a fee for service for students who do not have a visual impairment or who are not registered with the Instructional Resources Center.

Contact the Instructional Resources Center at the:


Washington State School for the Blind

800/562-4176, Ext. 183 or 

360/696-6321, Ext. 183 or

irc@wssb.wa.gov

Procedures:

· Call state school to register or place request to obtain materials.

· Use materials with students.

· Student responses in Braille or large print booklets must be transcribed

VERBATIM with a #2 pencil into regular scoring booklet.

· Return regular scoring booklets to the testing contractor for scoring.

· Return Braille or large print materials to the Instructional Resources Center.
	WASL

Yes

Yes

Yes


	ITBS / ITED

Yes

N/A
Yes



The Assessment and Research division at OSPI (360/725-6348) must approve any testing accommodations not specified above prior to use on the assessment. 
Guidelines for Participation and Testing Accommodations for Special Populations in State Assessment Programs

September 2003
Public School Students:  


Some students with disabilities may not need a 504 plan or be eligible for special education services.





504 Students: 


(1-2% of student pop. in schools)





The disability must have a significant limitation on at least one of the following major life activities:  Walking,  Breathing,  Hearing,  Seeing, Speaking,  Learning,  Working,  or Caring for one’s self.





Special Education Students (IDEA):


(10-13% of student pop. In schools)





Must qualify in one of 14 categories in Washington State





- Developmentally Delayed (DD)		- Health Impaired (HI)


- Emotionally / Behaviorally Disabled (E/BD)	- Deaf


- Orthopedically Impaired			- Hearing Impaired


- Specific Learning Disability (SLD)		- Visually Impaired / Blindness


- Mental Retardation (MR)			- Deaf / Blindness


- Multiple Disabilities			- Autism


- Communication Disabled			- Traumatic Brain Injury (TBI)





And needs Specially Designed Instruction (SDI)








All Students





504 Students





Special Education 


Students
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