The Writing Process
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The Writing Process
1. Draft to discover: 

Choose a topic that interests, angers, uplifts, or saddens you, and read to explore the topic. Jot down ideas and copy interesting quotations into a notebook or computer file. Draft in fragments and free-write; get your spontaneous insights onto paper. Write without censorship; the line or image that leads to the compelling formulation of your main idea is often a surprise. Don't worry about lowering your standards.

2. Write to focus: 

Meet your main idea where it arises; accept the surprise. Write to uncover a pattern and to make new connections. Begin to shape your draft responsively to the assignment, the issues under consideration in the course, and your own insights. If you want to use the assignment to venture beyond the pale of the course, work in conjunction with the instructor.

3. Write to present convincing evidence for your claims: 

Re-read books and articles, review your notes, and select the best evidence (facts, anecdotes, statistics, quotations) to consolidate support for your ideas. Give interesting and seductive information to your reader. Document your sources; avoid plagiarism.

4. Rewrite to develop strengths and discard refuse: 

Flesh out your unique insights; elaborate and clarify what interests you most; make your analysis of key issues subtle. But don't collect excess verbiage; begin to cut and condense anything that doesn't move the paper forward.

5. Rewrite to organize: 

Think logically about revision; restructure the draft coherently within a sensible organizational scheme. Examine relations between paragraphs and make smooth connections (or transitions) between ideas.

6. Rewrite for audience: 

Read the draft as your reader would. Imagine that you are a different person for a moment; think like a stranger and step out of your skin. If you weren't you, what wouldn't you understand about this draft? If you weren't you, what more would you like to learn about this subject? And what might the instructor ask you to clarify, develop or condense?

7. Rewrite to tune the voice: 

Read the draft line-by-line and make the words sound good that have to sit next to each other. Eliminate uncouth words, unless your aim is to be uncouth. Listen for the tone and rhythm of your prose; give your essay grace. Make thoughtful and dramatic combinations and separations between sentences; write your sentences at various lengths. Create vital prose.

8. Rewrite to edit: 

Proofread with great care for correct grammar, punctuation, spelling and documentation. Also, double-check the words, sentences, and paragraphs for voice and logic. Style has value.

This list of priorities is adapted from: Murray, Donald. The Craft of Revision. 2nd ed. New York: Harcourt Brace College Publishers, 1994.










Brainstorm Ideas	


Decide on a topic


Identify Audience & Purpose


Graphic organizer








Lists


Outline


Semantic Map�(i.e. Compare & Contrast)





Pre-Writing:


Think of Ideas
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Drafting:


Put Your Ideas In Writing





Put ideas into a logical order


Double space draft for editing








Elaborate and extend ideas	


Explore questions 


Put ideas into sentences and paragraphs


Don’t worry about errors
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Revising:


Clarifying & Organizing





Rearrange order of phrases, sentences, and paragraphs


Request feedback from peers





Word Flow: beginning, middle, and end	


Supporting Details: add, eliminate, arrange in order


Word choice


Don’t worry about errors
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Editing:


Polishing Your Work





Vocabulary


Complete sentences


Paragraph structure








Capitalization	


Punctuation 


Spelling


Grammar
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Sharing / Publishing:


Sharing Opportunities





Class or school publication (newspaper, magazine, etc.)


Mailing the actual letter to the person





Oral reading to group (by teacher, writer, or others)	


Silent reading of work


Bulletin board displays








